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An Fxa& and Compendious Deſcription 
__ ofthatfair,great, and far Countrey of - 


FLANDERS. 
W herein the Inhabitants, Bounds, Length, 
Breadth, Diviſion , Riches, Rivers, 


Forreſts, Cities, Towns, and Villages, 
Caſtles,Principalicies,Sea-ports, Courts 
of Juſtice, Abbeys, with the chict 
ESTATE S areobſerved, 


As alſo a Diſtin& Relation of ſome Battels fought , 
and Towns won , unto the now victorious 
Proceedings of the Exgliſh ani French Armies 
therein,with the taking Marker, Ducherk, 
Winnoxtergh , Vern , an! D .cniue, to 
the js beliceging of G2" ern. 
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To the Illuſtrious, and Renowned 


Peeres, the Lord R1icyard 


CromMwe r, Lord Chancellor 
of the famous Univerſity of 
OXFORD. 
And 
GitBtrRT Lord PICKERING 


Lord Chamberlain to his Highnes the 
Loid PR&ROTECTOA 


: 


My Lords, 
7 AH Sun affords his comfortableRates, 


=> and 1, fluence upon the loweſt Val- 
JJ 


leys , as the loftieſs Hills, as well 
led to ſbruts , as Cedars; 1 hope the 
9/ 8 ſme from Tow,who by Due Good- 
IP weſſe are placed ſuchGlorious Lights 
in our Church and State. 
I crave leace to Apologizetn rendrisg an account , 
for this Dedication , it 1s 10t Preſumptuous Vatz-plory, 
or Sordid flattery,or Cotetons deſire of gain that procured 


it ; but firſt,this (ountrey 1s in ſome meaſure come mnto 


your poſſeſ;ioa 5 ſecondly , the weighty Aﬀtons on foot 
therein, have Leen, and are ſteered, and guided by your 
prudent Heads, and viforious Armes, Thirdly , this 
Courtrey delineated,is that, in which you hate good foot- 
1ng,and ſtout Forces : being likely to ſhake F: the Spa- 
niſh hea uy yoke, and acknowledge Obedience to your Cruil 
and Military Commands. 


A2 Foutth- 


Fourthly, *tis tendred to your hands as the firſt fruits 
of what you will,"tis hoped, comfortably enjoy : the firſt 
fruits have always been favourably accepted of God, and 

700d Men. | 

Laitly, Princes Names, and fames are trazſmitted to 
poſterity by writing : Scripta mancnt, azd how ju? 7: 75 
to have your grave, wiſe , and Religions A7;zgs 1ogi- 

red with eternal honour , this generation , if wot atter- 
ly void of reaſon and conſcience, cannot bat acknowledge, 
87:4 ſucceding Ages reading them, admire, 

"gone, "a. men turn ingrate, ye: God will not 
forget-your labours, Lut will juifiehis word , that , 
ſuch as honour him, He will honorgazd he hath ſpeken 
t, of the righteous , h/s Name ihall be exalted with 
honour, azd the upright ſhall Ze had ineverlaſting re- 
membrance, 1 Sam. 2.30. Pſal, 112.6. 

As God hath made this good 13 our eyes at preſent 
wpor your perſozs,ſo 1 humbly pray his infinite goodjeſſe 
to continue it to your ſelves, and poſterities, even to the - 
perfefting of it in the ſight of Men and Angels, for ſuch 
hozoar have all his Saints, Plal. 147. 

Moſt 1Iluftrious Lords , 


Your meanelt ſervant 


DONALD LUPTON.. 
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FLANDERS 
DESCR IBED. 


SST: is uſual with Writers of theſe ſub- 
Sv jects to begin with the Names of 
places, bur where there is ambigut- 
ry and uncertainty, and no rcal and 

" abſolute neceſſity ro contend abour 1r, 
tis better to leave enquiry, and to reſt- ſatisfied 
with the commcn known name of it, as it is at pre- 
ſent called Flanders 4 Flando; from the various 
winds blowing upon the: coaſt. 

It is one of the ſeventeen Provinces, which did 
all tormerly belong ro the Emperour, and were gi- 
ven by the Emperour of Germazy unto the King of 
Sparne ; who held them till he brought in that 
bloody Inquiſition together with the Illegal op- 
preſſions, raxes and Spaniſh tyranny by that inſolenr 
Duke of A4ZZA Genera) of his Forces : Some of 
the Provinces reſolutely and unanimouſly joyned 
themſelves,and ſtood.up in Armes for their Lives 


4nd : 


Fs .1nze, 
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(2) 

.and Liberties (for both were at ſtake to be loſt) 
..and' did by the help of the Engliſb,Scots,and French, 
defend themſelves, and gain'd upon their Enemy, 
and ſo caſt our the Tpanilh Tyrannical intended fla. 
very ; theſe were called the #zited States , or the 
States General of the United Netherland Provinces, 
by name, Holland, Zealand, ſtifr of #tretcht, Oler- 
Iſel, Eaft and weſt Friezland, and have fince rhcir 
firſt conteſt gained a great part of Bratazt, Gilder- 
lard, Cleeceland, with ſome places of nate in this 
Country of Flanders, as the Sclurce; the Dam, HulF, 
ſtrong places , and to the States beneficial,and ad- 

vantageous to curb the Spaztard, 

2. The ancicnt Inhabitants and Natives were in 
Inbabita#ts. Coſars time called Morini 3 as from the Aooriſh, 

fenny places,and Marſhes, which were then there- 
in ; now by good Husbandry,and skill, made rich, 
and fat paſtures and meadows. 

4 The People being civiliz'd , and reduced to 
Made a live under Government, this was form'd into a 
County. County diſtin& by it ſelf from others, in the yeare 

of our Lord, 877. by Charles called and firnamed 
Le (have King of France , and then held its 
government from France. 

4 5 It was anciently bounded by the Seca, and the 
eAncient Rivers Somme and Scheld, and then had theſe ſeven 
Gouras of 't: chief Citics, Arr.45, Gaunt, Bruges, Ipre, St. Omer , 

Lile and Doway , but that is now altered by marri- 
ages, and Varres ; ſo that now the truce bounds 
of Flazders are ; firlt, Calars in France on the Vyeſt, 
the Sea on the North,and North-Eaſt ; Zealand and 
part of Brabaxt onthe Eaſt,and Brabaxt,and Artois on 
the Soath, 
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(3) 
It is richly ſeated, and large in it ſelf, as having 


abour it for three parts, the Sca , and fuch rich z.,9,h ,,4 


Countr EYS tO rrade to 3.45 Enzlauyd + France ,. Dens breadth of It 
mark and Holland,. and by land all rhe Empire of 

Germany, and Ttaly : It containes mm length thirty 

five or thirty fix leagues, amounting to a hundred 

ot our Exgl:ſh iniles ; and that. is trom. Antwerp to. 

the New Foſ# , or Ditch towards France : In breadth 

it is full thirty leagues, or ninty Exgliſh miles from- 

the Forreſt of Nizouen to Gravelizg. So that 

the Circumference. of. it. ts three hundred Exgl:ſh 

miles. 

Some Countreys are holeſome for aire, bur not 7. 
rich ; others are 7:c<, but not holeſome 3 but Flanders Are, frutt- 
is throughout both pleaſant, and healthy for aire, [#4 17. 
and richthrough all the parts of it, bur the aire 
is the moſt. pleaſant further South , and the. moſt. 
rich towards France,and theSea.. 

It breeds large and able Cattle, as. Horſes and:  g. 
Mares , ſo that 'tis grown into a proverb; to call. (Gare.. 
a tall and luſty woman , a great Flanders Mare, and 
ſo for cowes; and oxen, and other cattel.. | 

Flanders is divided into three parts , .vrz.. that: 9- 
which is called Flanders, Flaming-gant, the greateſt 2'21/0n of 
and nobleſt, wherein are three Cnlecd Cittes ,as 5... _ 
Gaunt, Bruges, and Ipre ; as alſo the foure Sca-ports ,,;,?. © 
Scluice belonging to the States of Holand ,. Oftend , Galjicanz 
and Newport(as yet in theSpaniſh-power,but may cre.a»d Imperi- 
long be rid of their old Maſters, and come into the al. 
hands of better. Duinkirk,:iForiouſly won and ftrongly 


' poſſeſs'd by the. Engliſh, as the flouriſhing colours up-. 


on the Caſtles, Forts ,. and works do ſhew ;-and 


Gravelize, which now lies groveling ready to _— 
| and 


| (4) 
:and muſt ere long without ſpeedy relief (which is 
hard tv come by.) yeeld to his highnefſe the 75rd 
'ProteFor , it being beſet at Sea with our ſtour Fri- 
gots, and at land by Mardike on the Eaſt, Bourburgh 
01 ine South, agd Calars ontne Weſt, 
Flaide/s Gallican, the Name ſhowes it lies upon 
EFrance\Ncltward, Artors on the South,and the River 
Scheld on tte Eaſt. Flanders Imperial 1s towards 
Brabaut , Flanders Gallican, and this are the 
richer for Vhear , bur the other for Rice , Oats, 
Pcaſon, Firches; Bcans , Buck-whcat, flax and 
hemp, fruits and roots of all ſorts. 

10, | The Rivers in Flaxders are manv, which bring 
Rivers © ;1 wealth , arid are .commodiuus for traffique 
Forreſt. 2 | -C : : fg 

fiſhing, and pleaſure , the chict of them are the Lis , 
the Scheld, and Tender ; there are many Forreſts, 
and Woods, which donot only adorne and bean- 
tifie it, bur alſv breed infinite ſtore of cattel and a- 
bundance of foul,asPheaſants,Parridges & the like, 
but they are alſo of ſingular uſefor buitding & fire, 
the chief arc Neip and Nonrer, the Countrey hath 
no rocks or mountaines but is even and flat , and fo 
the more fruitful , yet ſome pretty pleaſant fruitful 
hills are intermix'd, pleaſant for hauk and hound , 
and rather for proſpex,then to tire the trateler in 
going over them. 

This County of Flanders exceeds moſt of her 0- 

TT. ther fixtcen ſiſters for famous, beautiful, large, po- 
Cities #4 pnlous, trong, and pleaſant Citics and Towns ; tor 
Tomrm4®4 here arc no lefſe then twenty eight walled Towns ; 

which becauſe they are ſo many and 1o faire ones , 
I will name them, (w75.) Gannt, Bruges, Ipre 
the three chietelt : Lile, Doway, Tourray , Conrtricks 
Ouaerake, Aulſt, Hulſt, Termont , Brerleit , Scluice , 

| New- 


Newport, Dunkert, Gravtelizg, Dam, Burturgh , Dix- 
mude , Vaerie , Ardenburgh , Njnove , Winoxlergh, 
Grammont, C aſſel, Demlee, Orchrer, Lannoy. 

Beſides riicſe, there arc thirty other great 
Townes , that had they Walls , they might be 
judged tor their greatnefle ro be Cities z ſome of 
them have had Valls, but through the fury of 
War diſmantled and caſt down , or elſe through 
time decayed,yetmany, nay moſt of them have Bul. 
warks, and Works, and Moats, and Draw-bridges 


to defend rhem from ſudden depredations , Some 


of them are mainly tortified, as Offteade and Mardike 
(which place is happily now garriſon'd by his 
Highnefle ) and hath been a pleaſant ſeat 3 bur 
what by Freach and Spartards hath been reduced 
onely roa ſtrong, and at preſent an impregnable 
Fort , ſo long as ſo many ſtout Exgliſh hearts have 
it in poſſeſſion ; they are as followe , Oudenburg , 
eMeſſine, Belle, Poppering, Torone, Oſtburgh , Axeile , 
HMrddleburgh (there is one of the ſame name in Zea- 
land) Hoo, werwick,Blanckberg, Houcke,Roſſelor, Tielt, 
Gieſtle, Ecclo, Lombarz1de, Steechet, Honſcot, Morche- 
rede, Meenen, Haeluetn, VVaſtein , Steegers, Mergen, 
Haeſbrock, Armeztiers , which the other two of O- 
Fende and Mardike make up thirty fair , well peo- 
pled, and well traded Towns. + 

I cannot ler two of the head Cities, and ſome of 


the others go or paſle in ſilence, to wit, Gawzt and ; 
Bruges , Dunkerk and Oſtende. Gaunt was built by ly deferited, 


Fulizs Ceſar foure leagues diftant from Sea , It 1s 
ſeated upon three Rivers, the Scheld which runs 
by Aztweyp, the Lis, and Liette , which make with- 
inthe City twenty ſix Iles, and fourſcore and teh 

B great 
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at Bridges., under and through which goes 
mall ſhips. and Veſſels with all fort of wares, be- 
ſides many ſmaller ones pleaſant and profitable, It 
is ſtrong by xature and art, fortified by a ſtrong and 
g a large C:ittadel, Gallant in buildings, ftately , high 
and uniforme , the wall more then ſixteen Englith 
miles about ;, there be fix principal water-mills ; 
one hundred and t}:irty VV indmils upon the walls; 
fifty cight publick Churches , ftoure Orders of 
Friers, twenty {1x Schools of literature , fifty two 
C-mpapies of Trades, and twenty ſcven Orders and 
degrees of Weavers, of Gold and Siler, Silks, Lin- 
nin, Vyollen, T apiſtry, Sarges , Fuſtions , VVorſteds, 
B:ckroms, and ail other ſorts of S:uffs ; this City is 
famous fur the birth of the Empcrour Charles 
the fiith , and that valiant. Prince-like Fohz of 
Gaunt. 
I 4. Bruaes is little infcriour, for 'tisa ſtately. Towne 
Bruges. and. ancient, ſtrong and healtity, the Wall 1s five 
Ttalian miles in compaſle, hath many Schools, in it 
are threeſcore and fix Churches well built and 
beautified,the chict of them is dedicated to Dozatue; 
hereare ſixty eightfree Compares , belides abund- 
ance of Cloiſters, Nunneries and Priories ; the City 
for healthand picaſure is frequented by great per-. 
fons of Nobles an] Gentry " it is well: ſtored for all 
forts of proviiion and at cheap rates,its full of plca- 
ſant Gardens, Orchards and waiks, you may gueſs 
of the reſt by theſe rwogtamaus in building, riches , 
commerce and pleaſure. | 
is, - 1 will refer the ſtory of Duwkerb toward the end 
Fillages is Of this: Treatiſe , and fo I ſhew youthe gallant- 
Flanders, nefle of this County for the great number of rich 
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(7) | 
and pleaſart Pariſhes and Villages that are in 


it, being one thouſand one hundred fifty foure, 
wealthy and. great as any in Europe, beſides 
the great number of Castles, Fortreſſes , Se1g3/h- 
ories, Noble and Gentlemens Houſes beautiful 


16. 
Caſtles, 


and large , and rich, and roaugment the ſplen- 


dor of this County there are fourty cight faire , 

n W-- 
A'lies, bchides Nunyeries a valt number of Caſtles, 4b- 
P, tories , Canonical Colledges , and Monaſteries, beys, 

{o that the Spaxrards, when they came firſt into 


Flanders an beheld the variety of buildings 


and mult tude of Pariſhes ( notwithſtanding 1t 
hath becn ſo harraſſed by Warres for theſe 
ſixty ycares ) ſaid that all Flazders was but 
one entire City of pleaſure and profit : and 
who knows not that ould true ſaying thar 
France is the great and mighticſt . K:z#gdome of 
all Ewope , Milan the mightieſt Dukedome, 
and Flazders the mightteſt and greateſt Con- 
Fe. 
Next obſerve that in this Countrey there rg. 


are five ancient YVycounties, viz, of Gaupt, Digniries & 


Ipre, Vuerne , VVinuoxtergh , and Haertleck, G avernment 
The States of Flanders confitt of foure members, > Officers 
Nobles,Prelates, Towns, (atlentues, or Commanders i ran 
of Caſtles and Towns, here are in Flaxders thirty one 
Courts of Juſtice or Bayliwicks, tour great Baronies 
which all give the Bear for their Arms , but diſtin. , , 
ouithed by the fields, viz. Pamele, Crſon, Heine, Bows Prixcinali- 
Laer; there are cightcen Baronzes of latter erecijon ,rier, 
yer of great Command: hereare alfo twelve Preres 
1a this County in imitation of France :: here aifo'are 
three Principalities of m— ,Gauree, and —_— 
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Officers pe- 


(8) | 
T will not vmit to name the Earle of Flazders 
chief Officers, ſuch as follow him and are of his 


cultar to the Court, and have Lordſhips.and Scigniories of inhcri- 


Earle of 
Fland: rs, 


21. 
T he Earles 
Reverats, 


tance in Flaxders annexed to thor othce, the:e are, 
firſt, a great Corſtatle, two Marſhals for Juſtice , a 
Maſter ot his horſe, chie{ Maſter of his Game , a 
Charcellor, a Chamlerlaize : toure Recetiers of his 
Revenucs.a chict Steward,beſides abundance of infe- 
riour Officers and Miniſters undcr theſc : he alſo 
hath a ſet number of (haplarzs, three Secretarirs , 
one for the Church-affaircs , one for State-aifaircs, 
and one for his own ſpecial occaſions, the Eayles 
Revenues and cſtate in times of peace were vyun- 
drous large, from his Churches and Religios per- 
ſons, from his own Hereditary Lazds,and trom his 
cuſtoms upon all Commodities by fea and land , 
computed to amount to the ſumme of two milli- 


ons of Rix dollers or Crownes by the ycare in our. 


moneys according to pound ſteritng, attcr this rate 
they come to five hundred thouſand pound per az,z. 


I promiſed ere! I concluded to. ſet. down 


the State of Puxkirk and OStend, both of thcem have 
been ſubje&ro the fury of YYarre, and change of 


' Lords and Laws : for Oftend 'twas a fiſhing Town, 


and lived by what they got at Sca, as well by labour 
as by Pyracy;for they uſed both as well againſt us 
Engliſh, as againſt the Hollanders , who once were 
Maſters of ir, and did by the valour of Exgl;ſh Com- 
manders , eſpecially Sir Fraxcis Vere , and Horatio 
afterwards on Vere his valiant brother , and Sir 
Fohn Oole with other hardy Commanders hold .out 
a tedious ſiege of three years, three moneths , and: 


odde dayes againſt all the Spariſh power and: 


ſtrength, 


© ME 
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9.) : 
ſtrength, who ſpared neither men nor bullets,to get 


it into his hands ;- which at laſt (when it was 
not a Town , but an heap of battered Rubbiſh) 
by the fury of his Cazzoz and Graxarces) when 
it had coſt him almoſt a million of men and 
millions of moneys was honourably ycelded intv his 
hands; to tac never dying fame and honour of our 
Commanders and ſouldiers , and ſo the Spaxtard 
hath kept, and buildcd it. ancw , ſo that at pre- 
{ent it is a neat prety new town, but ſtrongly fortifi- 
ed,and hath done a world of miſchicf to our Her- 
chants, Fiſher-men, and Colliers, and. wculd have 
been a fore neſt of Pryates had they not been. vali- 
antly kepr priſoncrs within by our ſtately Men of 


Vas, who have barr'd up ti:15 nclt of - pickeroons 


with good Cannon, and ſtout Seamen ; and who 
will (i hope) cre long rouſt chem cur of this Hole, 
and make them look cut anotiicr kennel ;- and re-- 
duce O eadas Dukerk 15,to the obuiitence uf his 
Hig'neſe,to the ben fir of ail Mercha,ts and honor 
of our Nution, 

And now we arc almoſt come to a period , onely 
this Place mult not be omitted. It hath the name 
from the Church Dun-kerk, in Dutch ſignifying a 
Church in or necr the Dowxes , or to be {cen in the 
Dowzes as 4 mark at Sca : there 1s a convenient 
Harbour tor (hipping,and a ſtrong Caitle, tie Town 
indifferent large,well built, too good for ſuch vermin 
as are now caſt out of it, ſtrong it is, and well 
Bulwark'd toward ſea and lazd ; 'tis commodi-uf- 
ly ſeated for pleaſure and profit, the great Church 
is faire in building , and will be fairer. when as 
Popiſh ſuper#ition 1s removed, and. the Goſpel 

| preached 


233. 


Duzukerk.. 
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preached in irs with vigewr,zeal,and purity which is 
already begun ; the Townlinen may praiſe God for 


ſo happy a change , it hath been ſubje& ro many 
alrcrations ; 1 will onely name ſome tor brevitics 
ſake, it was ſacked, pillaged, and furzed,Aryo.l5 58. 
by Monlier Termes, It was beſieged and won from 
tne Spaniard by the French, Anno 1655. Again,the 


peace being not broke betwixt England and Spaine 


it was regained by the Spairard ( bur he was behol- 
den then tous for'it ) and now this preſent yeare 
atter a ſhort ſiege, though hor for the time ; it was 


ar firſt yeelded into the hands of his Majeſty of 


Frarce, who preſently redelivered it into the Lord 
Lockarts poſſeſſion for his Highneſſe , who now is 
ſole owner of it and Mardite her ſtrong neighbour; 
buth turned from Sparrſh and French faſhion into 
Epgliſh : So that ar preſent Flaxders is under the 
Government of two free States, to wit, England and 
Holland,and under two Kings, of Fraxce and Spaiy. 

This Countrey hath been the ſcar of Warre for 
ſixry years and upwards, ſometimes by the Dutch 
and Spaziards, who worryed one another in this 
Countrey-in ſeveral fteges, as that of Sclurs,and that 
at Dam,and two voyages to Hulſt; the firſt time the 
Prince of Orange was glad to come off with ſome 
loſs,bur the ſecond time entring with a ſtrong Army 
rook that Townof Hylft, and the States of the Luw- 
Countreys do keep it garrifoned ar this preſent, it 
is not far diſtant from ſea, 

It hathalfo beenthe thorough-fair for the French 
and Spanifh armies to range and rove in, ro the ex- 
eream haraſſing and impoveriſhing the husband- 
man and rrades. 

The 


The moſt famons battel thar hath been fought tin 


this Countrey was that of Nerwport; great were the 3,,,;/ 


Armies as well thatot the States, as that of the 
Arch-Duke Alert, and aimoſt for nunber equal, 
the advantages of winde, or Sun,or ground little or 
none ; the Szates had a lad morning, and the Arch- 
Duke a fatal etexrms, for the Spanrards cut off 
ewelve hundred ſtour and hardy, Scots at a narrow 
paſſage, (a grear loſle for the quality of the fouldi-- 
crs, Or zwmLer at that pinch of time , for they were 
(with the Engliſh) the flower of the States Army , the 
Spaniards followed their game ſo furiouſly , that 
Prince Maurice left the ficld, all the Dutch ran a 
ſhipboard, that valiant: and wiſe Sir Francis Vere 
was ſhot in the morning,which wound rendred him 
unable for Commandithatday, bur he committed ir 
to his brothcr a proſpcrous,and religions Leader. ; 
who managed it fo, that when the Spa.7ard. had 
woe ſo much ground. that they poſſi ſled, the 
nnon,and crycd out Saya Mnria,/ttorig,uterias 
and all was given for loſt, yet the Expl;ſh Regiments 
( who only kept and wore the field) did fo poure 
their bulicts amongſt the enemies , that they pre- 
ſently regain'd the Ordnance , and charg'd them 
preſently with ſmall ſhot, and diſcharg'd rhem 1o 
ſucceſsfully, that the Sparrards were forc'd to leave 
the field in diſordcr;ttiat night,and their heels was 
their ſhelter. But the Engliſh purſuing their victory 
ſlew and cut down all they avertook ſtragling , fo 
that the day was gained by the Ezgl'ſh, who did 
not onely gainthat ficld then , bur from time to 
time have. upheld the. Low-countreys ; -who in 


truch had been totally ruin'd by rhe Spaniard, with- 
out: 


:out our help, this famous bartel was fought with-at . 

eaſt fourty fiverhouſand men on both ſides. * 
And now at preſent this County of Flazders is the 
Seat of Warrc, wherein Exglazd and France are 
ruzIing againft Sya;z, and hitherto have performed 
adinirable ſervice , as the taking of Bourburgh and 
Mardike, the ſurrender of Duxkerk into otir hands, 
that-Town ſo infamous for Piracies ; the great 0- 
verthrow given'to the Spanzaras ſtriving to relieve it, 
witha great number of field Officers and others , 
made priſoners,the ſpeedy gaining of YV/7znoxterg , 
Vuern, Dixmude, Towns that have all of them titles 
added to their names ; as Duzkerk for trade , w1n- 
roxbergh for a gallant Market, Yuerz for pleaſure, 
and D:xmude for excellent butter. 

And ar this Inſtant that ſirong ſeated ,, deep 
moated and treble-walled Town of Grauelizg is be- 
ſieged, Newport and Oftend kept cloſe In, which when 
gain'd will cauſe the Spaxzard to ſhrug and ſhrink 
1n his bombaſted titles and Bravadoes ; and be a juſt 
cauſe of Englards triumph , and rejoycing over the 
proud Sparrard. | 


